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Important dates for your diary: 

 

• GCSE results day is Thursday 25
th

 August 

• Start of Autumn Term for students: Wednesday 7
th

 September 

• Half term:  Monday 24
th

 October to Friday 28
th

 October 

• Last day of Autumn Term for students:  Friday 16
th

 December 

• INSET - training days for staff – school closed to students: Monday 5
th

 September; 

Tuesday 6
th

 September; Tuesday 3
rd

 January; Tuesday 18
th

 April and Friday 7
th

 July 

 

And some other dates: 

 

• Post 16 Evening – Thursday 22
nd

 September 

• Year 5/6 Open Evening:  Thursday 6
th

 October 

• Parents/carers of Year 7 students – Parent Information Evening: Thursday 20
th

 

October 

• Deep Learning Days:  Friday 4
th

 November & Thursday 15
th

 December 

• Parents/carers of Year 11 students – Parents Evening:  Thursday 24
th

 November 

• A more detailed year specific listing will be distributed early in September 

 

Thank you 

I wish to extend my thanks to parents and carers for working with 

school staff to help support our students through the year.  The 

relationship between home and school is probably the single most 

important factor that determines how well children do at school. 

Over the past 12 months or so we have introduced SIMS Learning 

Gateway, which is an on-line portal, to provide parents/carers with 

more information*. This will make the home-school partnership more effective. I am really 

pleased to report that the numbers of parents/carers logging on daily and weekly 

continues to grow.   

*see below 

 

First day back for students 

The first day of the autumn term is Wednesday 7
th

 September. Students 

should arrive at school fresh and ready for an exciting new academic year. 

Other important dates for your diary are listed above. 

 

Ofsted 

As you are probably aware by now Sir Jim’s was rated Good by Ofsted in 

April, the first time in the history of the school. The Lead Inspector was 

clear that we were on the cusp of outstanding, just missing out on the 

top grade. For me the proudest moment was when the Ofsted team 

HEADTEACHER - JON LAWRENCE 



 

were talking about students and how polite, respectful and well-behaved they were. “Mr 

Lawrence, your students are delightful.” 

 

The Ofsted judgement also provides staff and governors with a thumping endorsement of 

all the school improvement work undertaken over the past few years – what we have been 

doing has been spectacularly successful! Our job now is to respond to the suggestions 

made by the inspectors and continue to refine and develop what we do to keep those 

standards high. 

 

Staff: some goodbyes 

At the end of term we say goodbye and pass on our best wishes to the 

following members of staff: 

 

Gill Bolton, Careers;  Claire Charlton, Teacher of Science;  Kelly Crowther, 

Admin Team;  Kat Dickinson, Teacher of Art;  Debbie Godden, Admin 

Team; Ali Osborne, Teacher of Maths; Ella Paremain, Teacher of English; Marc Penrose, 

Teacher of French; Chris Renshaw, Subject Leader ICT. 

 

Every member of staff played their part in enabling the school to get to Good so I would 

like to thank all these colleagues for the contribution they made to Team Sir Jim’s.                        

 

Staff joining this September 

In September we welcome several new members of staff:  

 

Annie Day, Teacher of French; Polly Day, Teacher of Science; Rebecca Howarth, Teacher of 

Mathematics; Simon Mitchell, Teacher of ICT. 

 

Attendance and absence in term time  

In response to Ofsted I will be making a few changes to how we manage 

attendance. I will be writing to parents/carers early in September to set 

down what our new expectations will be and what we will be doing 

differently. As we arrive at the end of the year it is a good time for 

parents/carers to look at the overall attendance percentage for their 

child(ren). 95% is the expected rate; this will be raised next academic year. There will be a 

big push on improving and sustaining very high attendance so please do not book holidays 

in term time next academic year.  

 

Uniform 

When the summer holidays come to an end and thoughts are directed 

towards returning to school, uniform springs to mind. I am pleased to say 

that most of our students come to school smartly turned out, long may this 

continue. So I ask parents/carers when buying new uniform to help support 

the school.  Please encourage your child to be proud of their school, identify 



 

with their peers and stick to the rules by purchasing the correct uniform and insist that this 

is worn. The ACCEPTABLE v UNACCEPTABLE list can be found on the website. It is 

important that home and school work together and send out consistent messages. 

 

Administration - a message from Linda Macleod, Office Manager 

We are endeavouring to do as much as possible now on-line, 

including sending out information, letters and paying for school 

uniform. Through Sims Learning Gateway it is possible for you to 

access your child’s information and amend it electronically.  If you 

have forgotten your username and password, or lost the initial 

letter that we sent out please contact secretary@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk. 

 

At the beginning of the school year, we will send out your child’s timetable by email.  We 

are also able to send out reports (HERBs) and exam timetables in the same way. We will be 

sending out the calendar for the next year at the beginning of September, giving you the 

term dates, and information relating to the various year groups.  For those that do not 

have an email address, we will post this out to you. 

 

Just to make you aware we do keep a dual correspondence record if you require letters, 

reports and various forms of communication to be sent to another family member. 

 

Police drugs dog 

Over the course of the year the Police drug dogs have visited Bodmin, 

Budehaven and Wadebridge schools as well as Sir Jim’s as part of a wider 

drugs education programme. I am very pleased to report that despite visiting 

us three times, no drugs were found. It was a great opportunity for our 

students to see the dogs in action. I know from the students themselves they liked the 

strong anti-drugs message conveyed by the visits. 

 

Safeguarding – responsible use of social media 

The Police are dealing with more and more cases of sexting. This is when a 

person uses their mobile phone to take a picture of their body – naked – 

and sends it to another person. I have agreed that they can come into 

school and talk to our students in an assembly early in September. I think 

we all want to encourage sensible and responsible use of social media.  

 

Multi-academy trust (MAT) 

The government expects all schools to be in a multi-academy trust. 

Although they have backed down on forced academisation for all by 

2022, they have made it clear that by one method or another 

schools will leave local authorities and become academies. Across 

Cornwall, lots of schools have switched already with many more 

intending to convert soon.   

Our primary partners are keen to set up a local MAT and there have been several meetings 

to discuss if this could be the way forward for us as well. At the moment lots of work is 



 

being undertaken to explore the various options and conduct due diligence checks. By mid-

September we hope to know the direction of travel and will be in a position to inform 

parents/carers and the wider community of our plans. 

 

 

ARMY CADETS 

 

Assemblies at school were taken recently by Year 11 student, Charlotte Penny, who is a 

Lance Corporal in the Army Cadets, based at Launceston.  

 

Charlotte dressed in uniform for the assemblies, given to 

students from Year 7 to Year 10. She stressed to students the 

range of benefits gained from joining the Cadets, including the 

opportunities to meet new people, participate in camping 

expeditions and sporting occasions, and take a number of 

qualifications. 

 

She also underlined how joining the Cadets two years ago had 

helped boost her confidence, and given extra depth to her CV 

when going for interviews. 

 

Her presentation won plaudits from teachers, and was noted by Ofsted 

inspectors who also watched her during one of the assemblies. 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Just a reminder about the procedure to follow if your child is absent:- 

 

Parents/carers should phone the Attendance Officer, Lesley Grills, on the 

morning of absence – 01840 214150. There is an answer phone so please 

do leave a message if there is no answer. Alternatively they may email: 

 

attendance@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

If your child is absent for more than one day we would still appreciate a 

quick call in the morning informing us of this. This is for safeguarding 

reasons which we take seriously.  

 

All students should aim to have 95% attendance or above.  Home and 

school need to work together to ensure attendance is as high as possible 

because there is a strong link between good attendance and success in exams.   

 



 

 

BOOK FAIR 

 

The joys of reading were very much on the agenda at school recently, 

with a Book Fair staged in the Learning Resource Centre. Students were 

not only able to choose a new book to read, buy some new stationary or 

posters they were also able to enter a raffle to win £25 worth of 

literature. 

The event was organised by Mel Bendell and Debbie Godden, who run the library between 

them, and it was open throughout mid-morning break, 

lunch-time and after school for those students who 

wanted to pick out their next good read.  The Book Fair 

helped the school at the same time as Sir Jim’s was able 

to benefit by receiving free books for their library 

shelves. 

 
Among those studying the books on offer was Year 10 

student, Yasmin Cunningham. 
  
 

 

CAREERS 

 

Enterprise Adviser 

Through attending a new ‘Enterprise Foundation’ initiative the 

school has been linked with an Enterprise Adviser, whose role is to 

help us attract business and enterprise representatives into the 

school if, and when, we feel they may be able to help at events or 

maybe in lessons.  

 

Our Adviser is Gary Perkin who runs his own accountancy business, is a member of the 

Cornwall Chamber of Commerce, and who is involved in a project to restore a 1953 Avro 

Shackleton aircraft. 

 

He was in school on May 18 and met with members of our Greenpower club during first 

break and members of our STEM club during the lunch period. He also spoke to Year 8 and 

9 students in their Maths lessons outlining how necessary Mathematics is when planning a 

career. 

 

Gary runs the company Zamu Ltd and lives in Roche. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

 

We have been running the Duke of Edinburgh Award for several years 

now at Sir Jim's.  For those of you who haven't heard of DofE, it gives 

recognition to young people for the activities they do - volunteering, PE 

and skills - as well as encouraging them to try new ones and getting them 

out on expeditions.  There are 3 levels:  Bronze, Silver & Gold, with increasingly challenging 

targets for the participants. 

  

We will be enrolling students for 2016/17 DofE in September/October and the Expedition 

Training starts in January 2017.  Ruth Henderson is in school most Tuesday 

lunchtimes in IT1 if students have any queries or would just like a chat about 

DofE. 

 

We are hoping to run an after school Navigation Club, on Tuesdays, to help 

improve map-reading skills ready for the expeditions. 

 

If you would like more information about DofE, you can ask Michelle Kirk in school, email 

mkirk@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk or check out the website where there are lots of 

details: www.dofe.org. 

 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

 

Tesco 

A quartet of female Design Technology students at school have created 

an eye-catching display board for the Tesco store at Wadebridge. 

 

The four students – Katie Barrett; Isla Symons; Megan O’Toole and Beth 

Beare – were asked by the company if they could design and make the 

board for the supermarket, at West Hill.  They then met for a briefing 

with the Tesco Community Champion, Marion Willetts, and the 

management team, who explained 

exactly what the company was looking 

for in the form of an innovative 

information board. 

 

Following their briefing the students set 

about incorporating solar-powered lights 

and moveable display pockets, using 

Velcro, in their final design. 

 

Subject leader for Design Technology at 

Sir Jim’s, Gerard McMahon, said the end 



 

result was ‘very professional’. He added: ‘The students worked incredibly hard on the 

project, and it was great to see the Community Board up, and on display.’ 

 

Mr McMahon also thanked the school’s Sign Technician, Bob Goulden, for all his help in 

assisting with the project. 

 

 

 

DRAMA 

 

Rocket Girl – Minack Theatre 

Last month, a group of Year 7, 8 and 9 students went to the Minack 

Theatre to watch Rocket Girl. It was a long journey to get there – and it 

felt even longer because we were so excited! 

 

When we eventually arrived, we bought some food and drinks and 

settled down on the grass seats ready for the play to begin – soon some 

of the characters were walking down the steps through the audience… 

the play had begun! 

 

We met lots of great characters – the moon and his stars, scientists, a mum and her crazy 

collection of kids … but the main character was a girl called Grace, a young girl, desperate 

to learn about space in a world where science was frowned upon. 

 

One day, her dream came true and the funny scientists sent her (by accident, perhaps) into 

space where she met a bunch of aliens – the Zees. The Zees needed Grace’s help because a 

race of MetalHeads (alien robots) were trying to stop all of the fun on their planet! Whilst 

she tried to help the Zees, Grace got kidnapped by the MetalHeads and … then it was the 

interval and we had to wait to find out what would happen next! 

 

Some people went to explore the Minack gardens and to get food, but lots of us stayed 

sitting in our seats, looking out to sea and enjoying the beautiful view - made even better 

by some old ships that sailed past. 

 

When the play restarted, Grace and the Zees had to work together 

to fight the MetalHeads and try to return them to their original, 

helpful and kind state … 

 

Then the rain came – only for a few minutes – but we got pretty 

soaked. The actors were amazing and the bad weather didn’t affect 

their performance at all. I won’t tell you how the Zees and Grace 

won the day, in case you get the chance to see this play… but I really 

enjoyed it and would give this play at least 9 out of 10 … maybe 10 if it hadn’t rained! 

By Harleigh Oulton, Y8 

 



 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 

Did you know…just registering your child for Free School Meals means that 

the School gets extra money for all our students?  Register now to make 

sure we don’t miss out. 

The Government is giving money to schools to help children from lower 

income families do their very best. This funding is called a ‘Pupil Premium’.  

Sir James Smith’s Community School receives £935 for each child registered for Free 

School Meals. 

With this money we could arrange one to one tuition, provide a range of intervention 

programmes and provide a wider range of enrichment activities. If you are registered for 

Free School Meals you could also receive subsidised Music lessons and Post-16 Bursary 

funding.  There may well be a range of other benefits available. 
 

Please register to make sure your child and others in their class don’t miss out. 

How does it work? 

1. First, check if you qualify – it is not just if you are unemployed, so please look at the list 

below.  

2. Registering is really quick and easy – if you think you qualify complete the on-line form 

at www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/. 

3. If you want your child to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – they will 

get the free meal (saving you more than £400 a year), extra benefits and the School gets 

£935. 

4. If you don’t want your child to have the school meals they can continue as normal – as 

long as you qualify and are registered, the School still gets £935 extra. 
 

No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any other benefits you are 

claiming.   The Cashless Catering System will, on a daily basis, automatically allocate the 

appropriate accounts with the free meal amounts. Students with Free Meal Entitlements 

remain anonymous at all times as all account types are accessed in the exact same manner 

regardless as to whether paid for or not. 
 

Do you qualify? 

You can register your child for Free School Meals if you get any of these benefits: 

• Income Support. 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance. 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR). 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit. 

• Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue & 

Customs) that does not exceed £16,190. 

• Working tax credit ‘run-on’ – the payment someone may receive for 

a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working tax 

Credit. 
 



 

Students can also register for Free School Meals if they get any of these benefits 

themselves.  
 

Come and talk to us if you’re not sure. 

 

How to Register 

• Go to Cornwall Council website – www.cornwall.gov.uk. 

• Click onto Education and Learning. 

• Click onto Apply for Free School Meals. 

• Fill in Free School Meals Eligibility. 

• Submit form. 

If you do not have access to the internet at home, please contact us and we will arrange 

for you to use a School computer. 

 

 

FIRST AID 

 

Managing Medicines 
Our Managing Medicines Policy states that all parents/carers wishing their child to 

have medication in school i.e. Paracetamol, Ibuprofen etc, must send in a letter 

of authority together with a box which contains the medication required. Any 

medication from the GP must come in the original container with the correct 

dosage labelled as dispensed.  Could I also remind you that under no circumstances should 

students carry their own pain killers with them. 
If changes occur to your child’s health, please could you let us know in writing so that we 

can keep our records up to date. 

 

Emergency Asthma Policy 

We have a new policy in place for students with asthma.  This is in 

case your child forgets or loses their inhaler and has an asthma 

attack in school.  If your child is registered for this facility then we 

are able to use the emergency kit for your child.   If you would like 

your child to be registered for this please contact Sally Mason who 

will send the relevant forms to you for completion. 

 

School Nurse 
Your local school nursing team has a regular school nurse drop-in clinic on a 

Thursday between 1 – 1.30pm.  During the drop-in sessions, students are able to 

access a range of health information from the nurse.   

 
 If you would like to know more about specific issues that the school nursing 

team can offer support in, please contact 01288 320152.   

 
Minor ailments and first aid needs will continue to be addressed by the designated First 

Aider on site, Mrs Sally Mason or one of her team. 



 

GREENPOWER – RETRO ROCKET 

 

The Greenpower South West race heat was held on Thursday 23
rd

 June 

at Newquay airfield, the most challenging track in the series and 

attended by both Cornwall and Devon teams. 

 

The team arrived early to be one of the first into scrutineering and after a few 

modifications got Retro Rocket its pass to race. 

Practice went well with new Year 7 drivers Jacob Dubey and Joe Walker learning the 

controls and getting on pace. Caitlin Cox, another new driver, showed great promise with 

some very smooth, fast laps with several passes. 

 

Race one was exciting with plenty of very close racing at the top of the field in our class. A 

spin later on in the race gave drivers spirit to catch-up again and we managed a podium 

spot - 3
rd

 overall. 

 

With 6 very competitive cars (3 in our class), after much deliberation over the race data 

the team decided to swap gearing for the big second race. The team worked incredibly 

hard in the pits to swap out our sprocket, remove all wheels and set up the front brakes 

ready for the race. 

 

With the change of gearing many cars pulled away from us in the first few laps; 

fingers were crossed that our strategy to have a consistent race and move up 

the field holding speed to the chequered flag was tense. The live data and 

our own timing showed very consistent lapping, pit stops were improving too. 

Catlin surprised us all when she pitted early over some confusion with the pit 

board.  Despite the surprise the team got Catlin out, Toby Alford in and Retro 

Rocket ready to go out on track in 29 seconds - the best time of the day! 

 

The fast changeover in empty pits gave us the edge we needed; we were leading our class 

and catching the higher classed “scratch” cars. 

 

The final stages of the race got very tense; every corner, every overtake had to be perfect. 

We were catching the leader Humming Bird (Plymouth School for Girls ranked 12
th

 

internationally). Our timer Harvey Jeskins (another new member) told us Humming Bird 

had dropped 20 seconds then 50 seconds with 3 laps to go. We had a lap to make up and 

Retro Rocket was not dropping off. Humming Bird passed the pits at a very slow pace with 

Retro Rocket only 100 metres behind and catching at speed.  They dropped 1 minute 40 

seconds so to beat them we had to catch them on the final lap and overtake them. Tense, 

exciting…….understatement!   

 

Some of the team went to the other side of the track to see the long downhill straight and 

reported we were right behind them. The whole team gathered at the finish line willing 

Retro Rocket on, who would come into view first? Through the sea of spectators a glimpse 



 

of silver came into view, it was Retro Rocket speeding for the line taking the chequered 

flag. The team erupted in cheers and shouts - we had won. 

 

We had won our class and managed to beat every other car in class above us too, amazed 

and over joyed. 

 

New member’s parents said to me “you said it was intense, but 

nothing prepared us for such an exhilarating day, serious close racing 

with so many elements needed”.  Suffice to say both mum and dad 

are keen to get to Castle Combe in September! 

 

So the team returned to school not only with high spirits, 3 big 

trophies and a bunch of medals but also a qualification to the 

International Finals in October which we didn’t manage to get to last year. 

 

 

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE 

 

The Learning Resource Centre continues to be used regularly, with 

classes coming in to use the computer suite for lessons, alongside the 

selection of non-fiction books we have on offer.  English classes come in 

on a weekly basis for silent reading lessons and are able to use this time 

to select or return library books.  We have recently invested in a box of 

new books to replenish our shelves as we feel it is important to keep our selection up to 

date to keep students interested.  Small groups of reluctant readers also have English 

intervention lessons with Mel two or three times a week.  

 

Turning Pages finished at the end of May.  Once again, our prefects were willing, reliable 

and enthusiastic.  Hopefully the students attending from Camelford 

Primary school benefited from their time here, and it will be as 

successful next year. 

 

In March, we held a Book Fair and a ‘dress up as a book character’ day.  

We had a good response from students and staff and prizes were given 

to Best Dressed Boy, Best Dressed Girl and Best Dressed Member of Staff.  We saw a wide 

variety of characters from Dr Seuss to Cruella DeVille and the whole day was enjoyed by 

all.  Hopefully, we’ll have an even bigger turnout next year. 

 

Four of our students have been participating in the Kernow Youth Book Award this year.  

They have read six titles and voted on their favourite book.  In April, they were lucky 

enough to attend the Award Ceremony, held at the Eden Project.  Our four avid readers 

were able to spend some time looking around the Eden Project before the ceremony, 

meeting students from other Cornish schools and participating authors, and they all 

thoroughly enjoyed the day.  We are hoping that this will become an annual event for SJS 



 

students and that next year we may be able to take part on a larger scale, trying to involve 

more students and giving a presentation on a chosen book. 

 

 

MATHS DEPARTMENT 

 

UK National Maths Challenge 

Four students achieved certificates in this year’s UK Junior Mathematical 

Challenge. Lucy Musgrave received a Bronze certificate, Maddie Ades, 

Emily Ward and Amy Randall received Silver certificates.  Amy also 

received certificates for Best in Year and Best in School. 

 

Over 250,000 students from across the UK sat the Challenge with 

approximately the top 6% receiving a Gold certificate, the next 13% Silver and the next 

21% Bronze. 

 

 

MUSIC IN THE PARK 

 

Musicians from Sir Jim’s added to a festive atmosphere in Camelford recently, when they 

took to the stage in the town’s Enfield Park. 

 

The students were participating in the ‘Music 

in the Park’ event which was the climax of 

Camelford’s ‘Fun Week’, which had 

encompassed a series of events for the whole 

family. 

 

The free concert, headlined by Josh Curnow, 

involved ‘The Band with No Name’ which 

comprises of Sir Jim’s students Tom Wiles, 

Damon Bell, Callan Jago, Curtis Jago and Harry 

Crocker. They played from 4-4.30pm and were 

followed from 4.40-5pm by Year 8 and 9 

students Caitlin Cox, Ellie Thomas, Lauren 

Edwards and Keisha Cooper who played the 

same ‘set’ they performed recently at the 

Cobweb Inn, Boscastle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Adding to the entertainment supplied by 

Camelford’s recent ‘Music in the Park’ 

event were members from the ‘Band with 

No Name’ – Sir James Smith’s students 

Tom Wiles (on vocals), Damon Bell (drums) 

and Callan Jago (guitar). 



 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

It has been another busy year in the Modern Foreign Languages Department.   

 

Year 11 have again set a high standard in terms of 

commitment in class, attendance at after school 

sessions and determination to do well.  The current 

Year 10 will have a hard act to follow!  The Mike 

Williams trophy for MFL was awarded this year to Lucy 

Nicholls who showed exceptional commitment to her German studies throughout her 

GCSE course and was an excellent role model for younger students. 

 

We have welcomed many visitors including our Adopted Students, who will return to SJS in 

September to tell our students about their year in France and Germany.   

 

We have also welcomed trainee teachers and Charlotte, Jacob and Pauline Haase, who 

joined us for part of the summer term and will be greatly missed when they return to 

Germany.  They have added a whole new dimension to lessons across the school and have 

enabled our own students to use their German in a variety of new contexts.  This sharing 

and co-operation between students of different nationalities has shown us all the value of 

learning a language. 

 

As Headlines goes to press, Year 7 students are gripped by Eurovision fever!  Our seventh 

Eurovision song contest is underway and Year 7 classes have been practising their song and 

dance routines.  Filming is underway now and all students and staff will be voting during 

the last week of term.  The announcement of the winner will be in the final assembly of 

the year, the winning class taking Schnappi, the Eurovision bear, and the trophy, to their 

classroom for the whole of the next year. 

 

Belgium Trip 2016 

41 students and 6 members of staff have just returned from a 5-day trip to Belgium as part 

of the school’s 2016 Activities Week programme. 

 

We travelled by coach from Camelford to Namur in eastern Belgium via the 

Eurotunnel from Folkestone to Calais. The whole journey took some 17 hours, 

so we were relieved to finally arrive at our destination. 

 

On our way to Belgium we were privileged to experience a moving and memorable visit to 

Vimy Ridge and to the French National Necropolis where 580 000 World War 1 soldiers are 

commemorated.  We saw row upon row of graves, visited the basilica and, perhaps most 

memorable of all, walked around the recently added ‘Ring of Remembrance’ where the 

name of every soldier who fell in the battle of the Artois is listed alphabetically regardless 

of nationality.  This was a poignant reminder of the huge loss of life.  Many students were 

able to find their own family names and one found the name of her great grandfather. 

 



 

We stayed in the youth hostel in the beautiful town of Namur on the river Meuse in 

French-speaking Belgium where we explored the citadelle, and we enjoyed day-trips to 

Aachen in Germany, Dinant, Dreilandecke on the border between Germany, Belgium and 

Holland.  Here students were able to stand, sit or lie in three countries all at once!  In the 

evenings we enjoyed riverside walks, bowling and a restaurant visit for traditional Belgian 

waffles.  On our return journey via the Eurotunnel we had a last-minute shopping trip to 

the Cité Europe hypermarket near Calais. 

 

SJS students were a real credit to their school.  They joined in fully with every aspect of the 

visit, trying out their languages, trying new food and 

really appreciating the architecture and cultural 

aspects of the trip.  The experience of staying in 

central Europe, crossing borders several times a day, 

hearing and using different languages within one day 

and spotting different customs made for a really rich 

cultural experience which they will never forget. 

 

Members of the public, our coach driver and staff at 

passport control commented on the excellent 

behaviour of our party.  The accompanying staff were 

indeed very proud of the students.  Planning for the 

next trip in 2018 is already underway. 

 

 

PROM NIGHT 

 

The Prom held on Friday 8
th

 July ended the Year 11’s 

time at Secondary School in style. They arrived at 

Bowood Park Golf Club at Camelford dressed to impress 

to be greeted by School Staff, Parents/Carers, and well-

wishers and a walk down 

the red carpet. Various 

modes of transport pulled 

up ranging from a tractor 

to a Fire Engine. 

 

The room was decorated in school colours by prom 

organisers Heliena McCarten and Sally Mason plus the help 

of several other members of school staff.  A lovely meal was 

followed by an award ceremony where presentations were 

made by Headteacher Jon Lawrence and Head of Year 11 Ed 

Kirk. Categories included, ‘most likely to be the next Jamie 

Oliver’ to ‘most likely to become Prime Minister’. This 

followed on with a disco to which the students danced the 

whole evening away.   



 

 

Special thanks must go to Bowood and their staff, Janice Craddock for the wonderful 

decorations, Bruallen for the amazing flowers and Sound One for the fantastic disco.  

 

Afterwards Mr Lawrence thanked all those involved in organising the evening. He said they 

had ensured that a ‘lovely year group finished off with a lovely Prom.’ 

 

RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT 

 

Smart dress and warm applause were evident at Sir Jim’s recently, when 

the Year 11 cohort attended their ‘Record of Achievement’ assembly, 

together with parents, carers, staff and school governors. 

 

The students, who have just taken their GCSE examinations, gathered to 

hear speeches from Headteacher Jon Lawrence, Head of Year 11 Ed Kirk, 

Deputy Headteacher Kristien Carrington and Head Boy and Girl, Callan Jago and Annalisa 

Jernqvist. They also received their Records of Achievement as well as a range of certificates 

and trophies, before reliving their time at Sir Jim’s via a montage of pictures and videos 

taken over the years since they joined the school. Cream tea in the Learning Resource 

Centre then followed. 

 

Mr Lawrence praised the students for their contribution to Sir Jim’s by explaining that 

recently, for the first time in its history, ‘Ofsted has rated the school as ‘Good’. He 

stressed: ‘Year 11, you have been part of that story, a story of quiet improvement, just 

getting on with making everything better. And that is a good lesson for you to learn – if you 

are determined to succeed and set about changing things to make it happen – it will. You 

can leave today knowing your school is a good school. Thank you for playing your part.’ 

 

He added: ‘I would like to pass on a few thanks from staff.  Thank you to the Prefects who 

have helped students and staff with their presence around school.  Thank you to those of 

you who have joined in school productions, played sport, music, helped out in the 

community. Thank you to those students who have worked so well with primary schools 

setting such a great example to younger children. 

 

Thank you to those of you who were members of the Student Council. Thank you to those 

of you ready to trade a smile with me and other staff and have a quick 

chat. And a special thank you to the quiet majority of Year 11 who turn 

up, work hard and do their best. Good schools rely on students like you.’ 

 

The event began with a musical introduction by Emma Davey, with 

students from the school also ending the proceedings on a musical note 

via a performance by members of the band ‘Today is Always Tomorrow’. 

 

Award winners were: Award for Artistic Excellence – Zak Martin; the Barbara Eversley 

Memorial Award for Drama – Holly Kalicki; Award for Outstanding Contribution in English – 



 

Rosie Morey; Award for Outstanding Contribution in English Literature – Poppy Stiles; 

Geographer of the Year – Jas Hearnden;  The Jenny Rowe Award for History – Neve Bishop; 

GCSE ICT – Lara Burdorf; Core ICT – Shawn Clarke; The Keen Cooks Award – Zara Teague; 

Mathematics Award – Summer Roworth; Mike Williams Modern Foreign Languages Award 

– Lucy Nicholls; Morality and Ethics Award – Gaby Cook; Musical Excellence Award – Emma 

Davey; Award for Exceptional Contribution to PE – Sam Bradley; Practical Learning Award – 

Scott Sleep; The Sprayson Award for Science – Beth Bull; The Tamarisk Award for Product 

Design – Harvey Symons; Head Boy and Head Girl Awards – Callan Jago and Annalisa 

Jernqvist. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Class of 2016, who left Sir James Smith's recently after completing their GCSE examinations, gathered 

together on the steps near the school's Drama Studio, before their Record of Achievement celebration 

assembly. They are pictured with the Head of Year 11, Science teacher Ed Kirk. 

  

 

SCHOOL GARDEN 

 

The school garden is in full bloom; it looks a little ragged at the moment 

but this is exactly as intended as it supports a wealth of wildlife. 

 

There are seventeen bird boxes around the school, ten of which 

supported nests this spring; most have now fledged, boosting the bird 

population by a possible eighty individuals. We identified Blue Tits 

(Parus Correllus) and Great Tits (Parus Major) from two of the boxes.  

The boxes were made and erected by the students who attend the gardening club, so well 

done to them. 



 

The main herbage in the garden is Russian comfrey, flowering by the poly-tunnel and 

elsewhere.  This is a bee plant and has considerably boosted the bumble bee population in 

the garden.  We also use the plant to make our own fertilizer to produce the food plants 

that we all enjoy. 

 

On a sadder note, the gardening club is ending on the 22
nd

 of July due to lack of funds, but 

the infrastructure will remain and the plants will be used around the school. 

 

For those interested in the bird population we will be building an owl box during Activities 

Week that will be fitted with a camera for first hand observation of nesting behaviour; the 

monitor will probably be placed in the maths block. 

 

Thank you to all those who supported the gardening project and hopefully some of the 

ideas taught and infrastructure installed will carry on into the future of the school and 

beyond. 

 

 

SPORT 

 

It has been a very eventful term for the PE department. 

 

Athletics 

This June saw the school compete in its first ever Athletics match. SJS 

competed against Wadebridge School in two matches. The first was a 

Year7/8 match and the second a Year 9/10 match. We were delighted to 

take a team of 32 athletes to both matches and the performances of the 

students were superb.  

 

The event allowed students to compete in a range of events ranging from the 100m – 

1500m on the track and the Long Jump to the Javelin in the field. It is hoped that this will 

expand further next year with both staff from Wadebridge and SJS looking at creating a 

North Cornwall athletics league after the success of these matches. 
         

 

 

 

 

Jayden Daniels and Mia Beard race to victory in the 100m against Wadebridge 

 



 

Cornwall Schools FA Football 

In March the department were delighted to be asked to host a Cornwall Schools FA 

football fixture. This is the first time the school has been asked to hold such a prestigious 

fixture by the FA. The game saw Cornwall take on Torbay in the National Cup. 

Unfortunately the game ended in a 6-4 defeat for the home side. Despite this both sides 

were very complimentary of the pitch preparation and hospitality shown by SJS. 

 
 

       

Action from the recent Cornwall Schools FA fixture, with Cornwall (black) on the attack 

Cricket 

This summer’s boy’s cricket season has been a near complete washout. 

The junior side have managed to complete one fixture against Bude.  

Having won the toss Bude elected to Field.  SJS took fancy to their bowler 

racking up 86 in their 16 overs, led by 48 not out from Baxter Lawley. In 

reply Bude never got going after losing 3 wickets from the first 3 overs.  

Pick of the bowlers was Jayden Daniels with Harvey Robinson taking a hat-trick of catches.  

 

The girls managed, just, to compete in their Chance2 Shine cricket tournament. After 

heavy rain the event was initially cancelled as Launceston Cricket Clubs pitch was too wet.  

However, Sir Jims offered to host the event and welcomed 5 schools from across East 

Cornwall for an afternoon of cricket.   

 

After some very competitive games and a really good standard of cricket the Year 9 girls 

finished 3
rd

 in the U.15 tournament. The Year 8 girls finished 2
nd

 in the U.13 tournament 

behind Liskeard; this second place finish saw them clinch a qualifying spot at the upcoming 

Cornwall School Games in July. Everyone was delighted that the team qualified and we 

wish them luck at the 8 team finals day.             
                             

 

 

The U.13 cricket squad at a recent 

training day. 

 

 

 



 

 

East Cornwall School Games 

Back in March we took the school Table Tennis and U.13 Girls football teams to compete in 

the East Cornwall School Games. On a busy day of sport at Saltash both performed well. 

The Table Tennis team made up of Year 8 students finished a very creditable 4
th

 out of 8 

teams. The girl’s football team went one better finishing 3
rd

 and missing out on 

qualification to the Cornwall School Games by one place. It was great to compete at these 

area games and be so competitive. As always this is testament to the dedication and skill 

level of our students. 

 

                          

Matt Chapman 

and Harry Provis 

in action during 

the East 

Cornwall School 

Games Table 

Tennis 

 

 

 

The U.13 Girls football team (white) in action and the 

official team photo (right) from the East Cornwall School Games. 

 

Golf 

The SJS golf team entered the Cornwall Schools Golf Championship in 

mid-May. An inexperienced squad at this level adapted well to the 

rigours of county standard match play. Led by Lewis Bradley the team did 

well finishing just outside the top 10. However, Lewis showed his 

pedigree with a solid performance and a top 5 individual finish. Lewis has 

done exceptionally well on the golf course over the past year and the PE department were 

delighted to hear the news that he had been called up to the Cornwall U.14 side, to 

compete in a range of county events over the summer. 

 

Rounders 

The weather has been kind to the girl’s rounder’s team. Competing in the Budehaven 

tournaments with Bude, Holdsworthy, Launceston and St. Josephs there have been some 



 

great performances. The Year 7s finished 4
th

 ahead of Launceston with Tegan Reed being 

named player of the tournament.  

 

Year 8s battled hard finishing 5
th

 but showing great improvement through the event; Anna 

Sanders being awarded player of the tournament.  

 

The highlight, however, was the Year 9s who dazzled spectators with their attacking play 

and finishing third. All the girls performed superbly, with Nicola Champion being named 

player of the tournament. The girls have also played friendly matches against Wadebridge 

this term. Well done to all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7 and Year 9 Rounder’s teams 

 

Sky Sports 

June saw our annual Sky Sports Living for Sport programme take place. This was targeted 

at some of our Year 7 students encouraging them to improve their confidence and self-

esteem through sport; it ran over 6 weeks.  

 

To help out we were delighted to welcome British Olympian Craig Figes to school on two 

separate occasions. Craig represented Team GB at Water Polo in the 2012 Olympics. He 

was able to share his stories with a range of students and specifically work with our Year 7 

Sky Sport group. The event was a great occasion and Craig was very complimentary about 

the quality of provision our school shows and the standard of work produced in PE lessons. 

This was great to hear from someone who has visited over 50 schools this year and a real 

feather in the cap of our students. 

 
                                                    

 

Sky Sport Living for 

Sport students 

working with  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team GB Olympian Craig Figes 

 

Sports Day 

Despite an initially bleak weather forecast, a well-organised 'Rio Olympic 

Games' Sports Day produced many shining moments at school earlier this 

month. 

 

Mist and drizzle cleared to ensure that all the students and staff could watch the final races 

on the school field in the afternoon, following a morning of well-contended events, such as 

softball, triple jump, rugby 7s and high jump.  

 

Both indoor and outdoor facilities were used, while classrooms served as bases for 

impressive Olympic workshops which ranged from Rio Problem Solving to Olympic World 

Music and Olympic Sir Jim's House Flag-making to a Rio Stadium Build. 

 

Organiser, Subject Leader for PE Matt Dyson, thanked all 

those who had contributed to making the day such a gold-

medal winning success. Those students celebrating most at 

the end of the day were those from Poldeme, whose House 

beat rival Houses Landeme, Chydeme and Tredeme, the final 

result being announced after the relays had taken place on 

the school field. 

 
Staffing 

The month of June saw a huge change to the PE department with long 

serving teacher, Janie Wynen, leaving. Janine had taught at SJS for 10 

years and following a decade of dedication to the PE department 

decided it was time to return to Australia. Janine made a huge impact to 

the department and school and she left with everyone’s best wishes, as 

she opened up the next chapter of her life down under.  

 

So, the search was on for a new member of the PE team. After advertising nationally, there 

was a huge amount of interest and a large number of applications for the role of Girls PE 

teacher. Five candidates were invited to interview and following a demanding process the 

school were delighted to announce the appointment of Jodie Hocking. Jodie has started 

her role with the PE department and has made an immediate impact. She is a superb 



 

practitioner and her commitment to extra-curricular sport has already seen the creation of 

a popular Yoga club and instant success on the Rounder’s field. We all look forward to 

working with Jodie and watching her make the PE department even better. 

 

Tetrathlon - Harry and Nikita 

Year 8 student Harry Page – and his pony Nikita – have an important challenge ahead of 

them in June. 

  

Harry and Nikita have been selected as members of the South West Junior Boys Tetrathlon 

team – tetrathlon including running, shooting, swimming and riding; the riding phase 

usually taking place over fixed cross country fences (although it can be in an arena as a 

substitute). They will be part of a national team’s competition at Moreton Morrell College, 

Warwickshire, on 4
th

 and 5
th

 June, with other competitors coming from throughout the UK 

and Ireland. 

 

Earlier this year Harry and Nikita achieved an 

excellent 15
th

 place out of 85 finalists in the 

Pony Club winter show-jumping 

championships held at Addington Manor, 

Buckinghamshire. Competing against young 

people and their ponies from throughout the 

UK and Ireland they had previously 

triumphed in a preliminary round, and then 

the area championships, to qualify for the 

final. 

 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

A successful five days spent with the Army at 

Okehampton saw two Year 10 students kick-off the 

school’s work experience programme for this 

academic year.  

 

Officially Sir Jim’s work experience programme will 

run from July 11-15 for the whole of Year 10, but 

as Ryan Keyworth and Caitlin Colman are planning 

careers in the Forces they were able to take an 

early week as it was organised by the Army. 

 

Both returned to school and were praised for their determination to stay the course, 

despite the fact that temperatures plummeted to unseasonal lows during their five days 

on camp – and in spite of the physical challenges they undertook.  Both said that their 

career aims had been boosted by a taste of Army life. 

 



 

 

YOUNG CARER 

 

 Young carer, Livvy Ferguson, has been sharing her life with viewers of 

television’s ‘Spotlight’ news programme following the success of a blog 

she began as an effective release valve for her feelings. 

 

Livvy, a 14-year-old Year 9 student at Sir Jim’s, is a young carer for her 

mother, Kirsty, who was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) six years ago. Her blog – 

entitled ‘The Odd Pigeon’ – allows her to share her experiences of being a young carer with 

others and enables those young people in the same situation, or with questions, to contact 

her. 

 

Earlier this year Livvy’s ‘Year Director’ at Sir Jim’s, Matt Dyson, was involved in nominating 

her for a Young Carers national award as she has also engaged with the Young Carers 

service. This prompted ‘Spotlight TV’s’ request that Livvy should produce a video diary of a 

day in her life. As part of this process a reporter and 

cameraman filmed her in her English lesson and spoke to 

members of staff about the ways the school looks after 

their young carers. The diary involved occasional short, 

30 second entries at various points during the school 

day. 

 

Livvy, who cooks, cleans and cares for her proud Mum, 

aimed to show, with the video diary as with her blog, 

how she balances her caring load with her school work.  

 

Her blog can be accessed via http://www.theoddpigeon.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like this copy of Headlines in a different format, please contact the 

school. 
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