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Important dates for your diary: 

 

• Start of Spring Term for students: Wednesday 4th January 2017 

• Last day of Spring Term for students: Friday 31st March 2017  

• INSET - training days for staff – school closed to students on: 

 

� Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

� Tuesday 18th April 2017 

� Friday 7th July 2017 

 

• Academic Review Days as follows: 

 

� Whole School Friday 3rd March 2017 

 

• Year 11 Parents Evening Thursday 2nd February 2017 

• Year 9 Options Evening Thursday 23rd February 2017 

• Year 10 Parents Evening Thursday 27th April 2017 

• Year 8 Parents Evening Thursday 18th May 2017 

• Year 7 Parents Evening Thursday 22nd June 2017 

• Year 6 Transition Days Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th July 2017 

• Year 6 Parents Evening Tuesday 4th July 2017 

 

And some other dates: 

 

• Late buses – Leave school at 4pm on Thursday on the following dates:  

Spring Term   January 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 

    February 9th and 23rd 

    March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th  

 Summer Term  April 20th 

     May 4th, 11th and 25th 

     June 8th and 15th 

  

• Deep Learning Day (DLD): Wednesday 15th March 2017 - this is where the normal 

timetable is suspended for the day 

• Activities Week:  Monday 17th July to Friday 21st July 2017 

• Year 10 Work Experience Week:  Monday 17th July to Friday 21st July 2017 

 

Further information regarding events is available by calling the school on 01840 213274. 

 

 

 

HEADTEACHER - JON LAWRENCE 



 

Thank you  

As the end of 2016 approaches, I would like to thank all parents/carers for 

their continued support.  As I have written many times before, 

parents/carers can make a massive contribution to their child’s success at 

school by being seen by their children to support teachers and by placing 

value on what education can do. Children achieve their most success when home and 

school work together effectively.  

 

School closure in emergencies: snow and ice 

If you think the school is likely to be closed due to snow or other adverse 

weather, please listen to BBC Radio Cornwall or Pirate FM from 07:00 hrs.  

Both these radio stations are automatically informed about closure.  

Parents/carers should assume the school is open unless you hear about 

closure on the radio or see the school name listed on their website. 

 

Please do not pay attention to ‘chatter’ on social media or ‘whispers’ amongst students. A 

text-alert will be sent to parents/carers as soon as closure has been confirmed.  If you have 

recently changed your mobile phone number, please inform the school.  It would also be a 

great help if on these occasions you do not try to phone the school to find out what is 

going on. Ringing the school blocks telephone lines and stops incoming messages from 

staff and bus drivers.  

  

Just a reminder to parents/carers that should bad weather close in during the school day, 

students will be dismissed according to the instructions* received from you; should you 

wish to change these instructions, please contact the school and the database will be 

amended accordingly. 

 

* Students, apart from those travelling home on buses,  either: 1) stay in school until 

collected; 2) are allowed to walk home or to a nominated house; 3) if not collected or not 

able to walk home/to friends, students will remain in school supervised by staff until such 

time as they can be collected by parents/carers. 

 

School bus – temporary bus pass 

The title is a misnomer because the school has no responsibility for running 

the buses, but we do work with the bus companies to make it all happen 

and ensure students are kept safe. To this end I would like to remind 

parents/carers that staff are allowed to issue temporary bus passes only to 

those students eligible to travel on that bus i.e. they have either forgotten or lost their 

pass. The school cannot provide a bus pass to students who are not eligible to travel, but 

just want to go to their friend’s house after school.  

 

Administration - a message from Linda Macleod, Office Manager 

We are endeavouring to do as much as possible now on-line including 

sending out information, letters and paying for school uniform. Through 

Sims Learning Gateway it is possible for you to access your child’s 



 

information and amend it electronically.  If you have forgotten your username and 

password, or lost the initial letter that we sent out, please contact 

secretary@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk.  Just to make you aware, we do keep a dual 

correspondence record if you require letters, reports and various forms of communication 

to be sent to another family member.  

 

Lots of parents/carers have commented how useful the text-alert system is to help keep 

them informed. It is certainly more reliable than satchel post. To make sure we can keep 

you informed, please ensure we have your current mobile phone number.   

 

Facebook – keeping you in the loop 

Just a reminder that if you don’t already follow us on facebook we post 

regular updates to keep our ‘friends’ informed about what’s been 

happening. This week has been very busy with a special assembly on 

disability presented by Vaughan Williams whose ex-Royal Marine son is a 

paraplegic. You might recognise Arthur as one of the faces of Channel 4’s 

2012 Paralympics coverage and the presenter of Flying to the Ends of the Earth.  Vaughan 

shared Arthur’s inspirational story and at the end set our students a challenge - you can 

read about it on facebook.  

 

In a similar vein if there are any people out there who would like to share a suitable 

inspirational story with our students, they are welcome to contact the school. We would 

especially welcome ex-SJS students who have achieved great things since leaving.  

 

Christmas Jumper Charity Day 

The last day of term was Christmas Jumper Day when students are able to 

come to school wearing their favourite Christmas themed jumper – normal 

rules applied for all other uniform! As this is a charity event I asked that 

jumper wearers donated a non-perishable item of food for our local 

Foodbank. Last year we managed to make a very generous donation.  

 

Be Safe Be Seen 

In recent assemblies, students were reminded about road safety on 

dark mornings and evenings. The school has received phone calls from 

motorists to say students waiting by the roadside for their school bus 

are very difficult to see if they are not wearing anything reflective. I 

urge that parents/carers also remind their children to be extra vigilant and ‘road-aware’ 

whilst dark mornings are with us. Greater care needs to be taken when walking along 

roads and narrow lanes. Please remember that sunrise is 08:08 and sunset 16:15 (times for 

10/12/16).  If your child is out and about before sunrise and after sunset they need to wear 

reflective clothing to be seen by drivers.  

 

Start of the school day 

Talking of mornings, I would like to remind parents/carers that the school is not 

open to students before 8.10 am. From 8.15am the canteen is open and students 



 

can buy hot food and a hot chocolate drink – both very welcome on cold frosty mornings. 

 

Advance notice – Whole school Academic Review Day (ARD) Friday 3rd March  

This is a date for your diary as per the calendar sent to you in September. 

If it is possible for you to get into school during the day it will prove to be 

a very useful meeting.  The ARD is where parents/carers can sit down 

with their child’s tutor or learning mentor for a lengthy conversation 

about their child’s progress. The focus is on wider learning skills, general 

behaviour for learning, organisation and so on.  It will be an opportunity 

to look at what has happened from September to February and what can 

be improved over the rest of the year. Life in school, career aspirations and many other 

things can be on the agenda. 

 

Appointments will be available throughout the day from very early through to early 

evening.  More details will be made available in January. 

 

 

 

Just a reminder about the procedure to follow if your son/daughter is 

absent:- 

 

Parents/carers should phone the Attendance Officer, Lesley Grills, on the 

morning of absence – 01840 214150. There is an answer phone so please do 

leave a message if there is no answer. Alternatively they may email: 

 

attendance@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk 

 

If your son/daughter is absent for more than one day we would still appreciate a 

quick call in the morning informing us of this. This is for safeguarding reasons 

which we take seriously.  

 

All students should aim to have 96% attendance or above.  Home and school need to work 

together to ensure attendance is as high as possible because there is a strong link between 

good attendance and success in exams.   

 

 

Students from Sir Jim’s were amongst the first to be given a site 

tour of the new Callywith College in Bodmin.  

 

The school’s Year 11 vocational students were given the 

opportunity to take a site tour of the new Post-16 College opening 

ATTENDANCE 

CALLYWITH COLLEGE - BODMIN 



 

in Bodmin in September 2017, as construction marches ahead. 

 

The site visit gave students and staff a behind the scenes look at what goes into the 

construction of a large build like Callywith College. Students were shown around the site 

by Kier Project Manager Steve Lee. 

 

During the tour, students were provided with an insight into the scale of the new College, 

including the vast area which will become the latest, all-weather 3G Astroturf sports pitch 

where students will take part in football, rugby, hockey and other outdoor activities. The 

layout of the stunning glass entrance foyer, indoor sports hall, refectory, learning centre, 

classrooms and gym were also highlights. 

 

Comments from the Year 11 students included: “I really like that Callywith College is 

keeping the same style as the college buildings in Truro,” and that, “it was really 

interesting to learn more about the building and to meet the people involved in its 

construction.” 

  

Sir Jim’s Careers Co-ordinator Jo Ledger added: “The visit to the Callywith College site 

provided a fantastic opportunity for our students and staff to see behind the scenes of the 

planning and construction of such a large project for the future education of our students.” 

 

The students tutor, Paul Collier, added: “This is a 

very exciting development for North Cornwall. “ 

 

The on-site Callywith Application Suite at Old 

Callywith Road, Bodmin, PL31 2DZ, is open on 17th 

December 2016 and 7th January 2017 where 

students and their families can call into the suite 

between 10am-2pm to talk to staff and get a view 

of the campus site from an aerial viewing platform. 

 

For more information about the College and courses 

on offer visit www.callywith.co.uk 

 

Sir James Smith’s Students on their site tour of the Callywith College campus in Bodmin. 

 

 

Congratulations to last year’s Duke of Edinburgh participants who have 

completed their awards. 

 

Welcome to our new Bronze award students, 12 of whom are also doing 

Navigation Club which ran after school each Tuesday during the Autumn Term.   

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 



 

We have great hopes of not getting lost so much on this years practice expeditions.  Also, 

welcome back to the students doing the Silver award. 

 

Training starts in earnest in the New Year – the first session is on Saturday 28th 

January and Route Planning starts on Tuesday 31st January. 

 

Ruth is in IT1 most Tuesdays during 2nd break if anyone needs any help or 

advice regarding DofE. 

 
 

 

 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

The Year 11 mock exams will run from 16th to 24th January.  In preparation for these mock 

exams you can find a range of useful information and guidance on the 

school website – including revision tips; exam board rules; links to 

useful revision resources; and a timetable.  Students have received their 

individual timetables. 

 

If you have any questions about the exams, please speak to the subject 

teacher concerned, or Susie Ballerstedt in the Exams Office. 

 

Explaining the new 9 to 1 Grades 

GCSE grades are changing 

GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be graded with a new scale from 9 

to 1, with 9 being the highest grade. English literature, English language and 

Maths will be the first subjects to be graded in this way from August 2017. The 

subjects with the highest numbers of candidates (e.g. arts, humanities, 

languages) will follow in 2018 and most others in 2019. This is happening as 

GCSEs are being reformed to make them more challenging, to keep pace with employers’ 

and universities demands. 

 

In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced, students who would have got a 

grade C or better will get a grade 4 or better. Students who would have got a Grade A or 

better will get a 7 or better. Grade 9 will be more difficult to achieve than a grade A*. The 

extra top grade will also make it easier for employers and universities to distinguish 

between the most able students. 

 

To see how the numbered grades compare to the current A* to G system, click here or 

Google "ofqual 9 to 1 postcard". More information about when subjects will switch to the 

new grades is available on the Ofqual website here. 
 

 

 

 

EXAMS 



 

 

 

Payment for School Trips/School Uniform 

Due to the recent closure of the banks in Camelford, we can no longer accept 

cash/cheques to pay for school trips and school uniform.  Payment must be 

made by logging on to the Schoolmoney website via www.schoolmoney.co.uk 

with the priority no. 1 parent/carer mobile telephone number and e-mail address together 

with password.   

  

If you do not have access to a computer or smartphone, payment can be made with your 

debit/credit card by telephoning the School Finance Office direct on 01840 214154.  The 

School Shop will still accept coins for small purchases such as pens, rulers, sketchbooks and 

revision guides etc. 

  
 
Free School Meals 

Did you know…just registering your child for Free School Meals means 

that the School gets extra money for all our students?  Register now to 

make sure we don’t miss out. 
 

The Government is giving money to schools to help children from lower 

income families do their very best. This funding is called a ‘Pupil 

Premium’.  

 

Sir James Smith’s Community School receives £935 for each child registered for Free 

School Meals. 

With this money we could arrange one to one tuition, provide a range of intervention 

programmes and provide a wider range of enrichment activities. If you are registered for 

Free School Meals you could also receive subsidised Music lessons and Post-16 Bursary 

funding.  There may well be a range of other benefits available. 

 

Please register to make sure your child and others in their class don’t miss out. 

 

How does it work? 

1. First, check if you qualify – it is not just if you are unemployed, so please look at the list 

below.  

2. Registering is really quick and easy – if you think you qualify complete the on-line form 

at www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/. 

3. If you want your child to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – they will 

get the free meal (saving you more than £400 a year), extra benefits and the School gets 

£935. 

4. If you don’t want your child to have the school meals they can continue as normal – as 

long as you qualify and are registered, the School still gets £935 extra. 

 

FINANCE  



 

No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any other benefits you are 

claiming.   The Cashless Catering System will, on a daily basis, automatically allocate the 

appropriate accounts with the free meal amounts. Students with Free Meal Entitlements 

remain anonymous at all times as all account types are accessed in the exact same manner 

regardless as to whether paid for or not. 

 

Do you qualify? 

You can register your child for Free School Meals if you get any of these benefits: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue & 

Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 

• Working tax credit ‘run-on’ – the payment someone may receive for 

a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working tax 

Credit. 

 

Students can also register for Free School Meals if they get any of these benefits 

themselves.  

 

Come and talk to us if you’re not sure. 

How to Register 

• Go to Cornwall Council website – www.cornwall.gov.uk 

• Click onto Education and Learning 

• Click onto Apply for Free School Meals 

• Fill in Free School Meals Eligibility 

• Submit form 

 

If you do not have access to the internet at home, please contact us and we will arrange for 

you to use a School computer. 

 

 

Managing Medicines 

Our Managing Medicines Policy now states that all parents/carers wishing their 

child to have medication in school i.e. Paracetamol, Ibuprofen etc, must send in 

a letter of authority together with a box which contains the medication required. 

Any medication from the GP must come in the original container with the correct 

dosage labelled as dispensed.  Could I also remind you that under no circumstances should 

students carry their own pain killers with them. 

FIRST AID 



 

 

If changes occur to your child’s health, please could you let us know in writing so that we 

can keep our records up to date. 

 

School Nurse 

Your local school nursing team has a regular school nurse drop-in clinic on a Thursday 

during 2nd break and an appointment-based clinic during fourth & fifth 

period.  During the drop-in sessions, students are able to access a range 

of health information from the nurse.   

 

If you would like to know more about specific issues that the school nursing 

team can offer support in, please contact 01288 320152.   

Minor ailments and first aid needs will continue to be addressed by the 

designated First Aider on site, Mrs Sally Mason. 

 

 

Success 

As many of you may already know, the school had an Ofsted visit earlier 

in the year and received the judgement that the school is ‘Good’ with 

outstanding features. The exam results this year were again excellent and the 

school is now placed in the top 11% of all schools nationally. We came 4th in the 

County out of 31 schools and top in North Cornwall for the progress that each 

student made from the point of entry into the school to the results gained in the 

final year. This achievement does not occur without an incredible amount of work by the 

students, staff and support of parents/carers. 

 

On behalf of the Full Governing Board I would like to thank all parents/carers for their 

continuous support to the students and to the school. 

 

We would also like to congratulate the students for their hard work and for achieving such 

good results. 

 

Furthermore we would like to say thank you to the staff for the many hours they worked 

to encourage each student to achieve their very best.  

 

The Governing Board would also like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and New Year. 

 

Vacancies 

There is currently one vacancy on the Governing Board for a Parent 

Governor.  As ever, there are a large number of changes to how 

education will develop in the future.  There are some very exciting 

opportunities to improve how all of our young people are educated over the next few 

GOVERNORS – RUTH KROLIK – CHAIR OF GOVERNORS 



 

years, as well as the challenge of making the most of the money we receive from 

Government. The future of our communities depends on how the young people develop 

into the next generation of adults.   

 

As a Governor, your input can really make a difference. If you are interested, please 

contact the Clerk to Governors, Judith Knock – jknock@sirjamessmiths.cornwall.sch.uk for 

an application form, or alternatively collect one from the School Reception.  Completed 

applications are to be returned to school no later than Tuesday 17th January 2017. 
 
 

 

Rockingham International Final 

15th and 16th October 2016 

Ten students and parents headed up to Rockingham on Friday 14th October 2016 ready for 

an exciting and very close weekend of racing. 

 

A few members camping at the track were 

instantly thrown into the turmoil of work, 

getting the car ready to race. We had an issue 

with the electrics thankfully spotted as the car 

was unloaded, it was all hands to it to fix. We 

were not the only ones as we were garaged 

with the Portuguese team who were also 

asked to leave at 10.30pm by security, 

working hard to get the cars ready. 

 

The whole team arrived Saturday morning at 

7.00am to prepare for scrutineering; we were yet to fix the electric problem so the 

pressure was really on. The good news is we did fix the wiring fault and got through 

scrutineering (about 7 hours of emergency work), so were ready for the track but had 

missed the practice session. We would be heading out to the final in an untested car. 

 

The team had decided that drivers with experience of the track should race so Isla Symons, 

Dan Blackwell and Will Hooper were driving. We knew this year would be incredibly close 

from studying data from the many race meetings around the country. There were 4 cars in 

with a very good chance of winning, 2 of which were positioned higher than us in the 

championship. With 45 Kit cars on track and 3 other top cars, the racing was tight. Retro 

Rocket jostled positions with Richard Lander’s car for second position for the first quarter 

of the race while the leader, Megazord from Bristol Grammar school kept edging away. 

Thankfully our pit practice paid off with two well timed stops and fast driver changes we 

edged into second place. The chase was on to catch the leader.  Will carved through back 

markers, break downs and even a few fast cars but there weren’t quite enough laps, we 

were catching up but the 90 minutes had run out. A second place is still a fantastic result 

especially against such good opposition this year. There was still the International Final to 

GREENPOWER TEAM 



 

come the next day so the team took the opportunity to send more drivers out to practice 

in the afternoon session, we would be ready for the two top races the next day. 

 

Sundays racing came with heavy rain, the track was soaked and many teams didn’t go out 

to the morning practice, Retro Rocket did as the team wanted everything to be right and 

ready. The time soon came for the International Final, the team was up against 74 other 

cars both kit and scratch built the best cars from across the globe. The VIP’s walked the 

grid and the team waited in anticipation for the flag to drop. Isla was going to take the first 

drive, with so many other cars on track the team felt experience here was key and it paid 

off as Isla clocked a blistering first lap and got in-front of every other car in our class by the 

time she pitted.  Harvey Jeskins a new driver to the team showed great skill at maintaining 

the gap.  Two fantastic pit stops (2 minutes quicker than some teams) edged Retro Rocket 

further and further ahead of the field.  The chequered flag dropped for Dan and the team 

erupted in cheers, screams and shouts as we knew we had won. 

 

The second race saw many teams up their game to try and catch us but we had set a high 

goal to achieve. This didn’t stop the opposition trying of course and with a drive train issue 

slowing us slightly we only just reached the podium for a 3rd in the second race. 

 

So the team had to work incredibly hard and overcome some obstacles this year, new 

drivers got some experience under their leather belts and pit practices back at school had 

paid off. We were proud to receive the silver 

Trophy for Second in the Kit Car final on the 

Saturday but all was quiet as the results for 

the International Final were read out. It all 

came down to the timings for both races, the 

car that had done the most mileage in the 90 

minutes given. The commentator read out 

two of the fastest of the 4 cars we felt we had 

a chance for first. Due to our third place the 

team was on tenterhooks, had we won it or 

dropped to fourth because of the drive train 

issue?? 

 

………………….”and in first place an immerging icon of the series Retro Rocket Sir James 

Smith’s School” the team went mad, the whole team rushed up to the podium, Rachel 

Hicks was running around trailing a huge Cornish flag and rightly so we had done it again 

for SJS and Cornwall. Retro Rocket had smashed the record of 23 laps by completing 24 

laps and averaging half a MPH faster than the previous record that the team set last year. 

We had set the bar a little higher again and will be defending it again next season! 

An amazing experience as always coupled with massive highs and lows, worry and 

jubilation. 

 

Thanks to all sponsors, parents/carers, the community and the team - bring on season 

2017. 
 



 

 

A group of former Year 11 students successfully took part in the 

National Citizen Service scheme, following completion of their GCSE 

examinations and leaving school. 

  

Over a four week period they enjoyed outdoor activities such as 

paddle boarding, high ropes and kayaking; spending time at Falmouth 

University where they stayed in the Halls of Residence; and planning 

and putting into practice projects aimed at helping their local communities. 

 

Among those happily participating were Rosie Morey and Anna Cornelius who, as a 

contribution towards their community schemes, volunteered to be part of a 24 hour cycle 

in aid of Penhaligon’s Friends, a Cornish charity supporting bereaved children, young 

people, parents and carers throughout the county. 

 

Along with other young people involved in National Citizen Service (NCS), they took to an 

exercise bike in the Camelford Sports Centre to complete their marathon ‘journey’. Earlier 

a Cake Sale had been held by them in Bodmin, this raising £170 for the charity. 

 

Another project they planned, and then took to fruition, involved building a sensory 

garden in Bodmin’s Priory Park, this linked to the War Memorial. A number of other former 

Sir Jim’s students volunteered for NCS; 

among them were Harvey Symons, 

Nathan Buchanan, Beth Bull, Emma 

Davey and Lara Burdorf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belgium Trip 

In July, 41 students and 6 members of staff went on a five-day trip to 

Belgium as part of the school’s 2016 Activities Week programme.  

 

The students stayed in the youth hostel in the beautiful town of Namur on 

the river Meuse in French-speaking Belgium.  En route to the hostel a highlight 

NATIONAL CITIZEN SERVICE 

LANGUAGES 

Rosie Morey and Anna Cornelius joined 

in a 24 hour cycle ride to raise money 

for Cornish charity, Penhaligon's 

Friends, and were supplied with the 

charity's mascot to wish them good 

luck. 

 



 

of the trip this time was a battlefields visit to the Canadian memorial at Vimy Ridge and to 

the French National Necropolis where the names of the 580 000 soldiers who fell in the 

Battle of the Artois are listed alphabetically regardless of nationality.  This was a truly 

moving and memorable visit.   

 

In the following days students enjoyed day-trips to Aachen in Germany and to 

Dreilandecke on the border between Germany, Belgium and Holland.  Here students were 

able to stand, sit or lie in three countries all at once!  In the evenings students enjoyed 

riverside walks, bowling and a restaurant visit for traditional Belgian waffles.  On the return 

journey via the Eurotunnel there was a last-minute shopping trip to the Cité Europe 

hypermarket near Calais.   

 

Students joined in fully with every 

aspect of the visit, trying out their 

languages, trying new food and 

really appreciating the architecture 

and cultural aspects of the trip.  

The experience of staying in central 

Europe, crossing borders several 

times a day, hearing and using 

different languages within one day 

and spotting different customs 

made for a really rich cultural 

experience which they will never 

forget, explained trip organiser and 

Subject Leader for Modern Foreign 

Languages, Wendy Ward. 

 

The students are pictured at Vimy Ridge in Northern France 

 

Year 7 Deep Learning Day 

On Friday 4th November, Year 7 celebrated all things French for their first Deep Learning 

Day.  Students and staff dressed in red, white and blue for the day and the canteen staff 

kindly provided a variety of French treats at break.   

 

During the day students enjoyed 5 different 

activities.  They visited Mrs Day’s French café, 

ordered drinks and croissants in French and 

completed a quiz about France, French food and 

customs. Ms Jones organised an ‘apprentice’ style 

competition about the value of learning French; Miss 

Hocking introduced students to the challenge of 

building a model of the Eiffel Tower out of 

newspaper, spaghetti (uncooked!) and straws, and 

Mrs Ward ran an SJS version of the famous Tour de 



 

France.  With Ms Willson students learnt the French folk song ‘Jean Petit qui danse’ and 

the end of the day saw a loud and enthusiastic mass performance of the song with the 

dance, which was filmed for posterity.   

 

Year 7 students entered fully into the spirit of the day and impressed staff with their 

enthusiasm.  Vive la France! 
 

European Day of Languages at SJS 

On 26th September 2016, Sir James Smith’s Modern Languages 

Department were delighted to receive a visit from two students of 

languages from Bristol and Plymouth University. Their visit 

coincided with European Day of Languages and was designed to give 

SJS students of French and German an insight into the benefits of 

studying a modern foreign language at school and beyond. 

 

Bethany Chudley and Cait Houlbrook (pictured below) are both studying French and 

German at degree level at university and as part of the Bristol and Plymouth University/ 

SJS “Adopt a Student” link, had been keeping in touch with the students at SJS during their 

year abroad, via regular emails, postcards and even video diaries and blogs. The link 

culminated in their visit, when SJS students finally got to meet Bethany and Cait and ask 

them questions about their life 

studying languages at university and 

what it was like to actually live and 

work in a foreign country. 

 

Caroline Willson, who co-ordinates the 

“Adopt a Student” scheme at SJS, said 

“The Modern Languages Department at 

SJS was buzzing  following Bethany and 

Cait’s visit and our students here in 

Camelford gained a real insight into the 

opportunities that learning a foreign 

language can bring.”  

 

Wendy Ward, Head of MFL here at Sir Jim’s commented, “It was a great day and so many 

of our students were inspired by what they heard today.” 

 

Bethany and Cait’s enthusiasm for language learning was infectious and our students 

clearly enjoyed hearing about their experiences of living in such lovely places, such as 

Nantes (France) and Wernigerode in the picturesque German Harz mountains. We wish 

Bethany and Cait all the very best for their final year at University and look forward to 

participating in the “Adopt a Student” scheme again next year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Young Musician of the Year – Wadebridge Folk Festival 

 This year I took part in Wadebridge Folk Festival’s Young Musician of 

the Year competition and somehow managed to place joint first 

alongside Jacob Zyan Mcleod who is a 19 year old folk singer. 

 

When I first found out about the actual competition it was only a week 

before and I was extremely anxious and didn’t want to do it.  With the 

most help from my voice coach, Morwenna, and from my mum and dad, I managed to 

actually get up and do it with no intention of placing and certainly no intention of winning 

what so ever! 

 

The atmosphere in Wadebridge Town Hall was relatively casual and everyone was so 

welcoming.  When I got on stage I could feel my nerves playing up but as soon as I started 

singing, I couldn’t stop. 

 

I sang a beautiful piece, originally performed by the ‘Wailin’ Jennys’ called ‘Storm Coming’.  

I sang it completely a cappella with my own starting note and 

actions. 

 

For my win I receive £200 prize money which I will be 

spending on further lessons with Morwenna at school and 

outside school. 

 

On Monday 12th September due to mine and Jacob (Zyan’s) 

win we got to travel down to BBC Radio Cornwalls’ base to 

sing and interview our songs and thoughts on how the 

competition day went with David White.  The interview should 

be on one of his introducing shows. 

 

On Saturday 17th September I had another folk gig with Jacob 

down in Crantock, performing as an act for Crantock Folk 

Festival 2016. 

 

I hope to take my singing further within and outside of school also. 

 

Story by Keisha Cooper – Year 9 
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Rejuvenation of the old NatWest building in Camelford 

 

This exciting new project has seen the old NatWest building in Camelford redeveloped as a 

community space.  The counters are gone and there's been some redecorating and 

carpeting.  Over the holidays a disabled toilet is due to be installed which will make the 

building suitable for all.   

 

Already we have some activities running: Sing & Play for under-fives on a 

Tuesday morning; a Walking Group on Thursday lunchtimes and several 

clubs in the evenings.  So if you are interested in improving your French 

conversation, your skill at bridge, or any other games and hobbies, find us 

on facebook (The 'old bank') or twitter:  @theoldbank24. 

 

There are also rooms available to hire from as little as £5 a session - book a space for a 

party or an office to give your business a boost.  

 

For bookings and enquiries email:  theoldbankcamelford@gmail.com. 

 

We also offer an economical printing service - email oldbankprinting@gmail.com. 

 

Help us keep this amazing building in the centre of town open for the community! 
 

 

The Science department hosted the first ever mental health and well-

being deep learning day on 4th November 2016 with Year 8 as our target 

audience. 

 

We had speakers from Kooth, the online counselling service and Lora 

from ‘Hear Our Voice’, a charity based in Truro which focuses on supporting young people 

in their emotional development. Each workshop focused on positive well-being and what 

may cause our mental health to be compromised, along with activities to help explore 

areas of mental health and the support that is available. 

 

The Science team ran their own workshops on anxiety, facing challenge and resilience. 

Students were excellent and engaged in all activities placed before them. They dealt with 

talking about their emotions in a mature and respectful way. 
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Mr Kirk gathering feedback on his workshop   Kooth running a quiz 

 

We are really keen to reduce the stigma attached to having a mental health illness and 

made sure the day was accompanied by many resources that individuals could access if 

they felt they needed support.  As well as referring to situations outside of school that 

could present a challenge, we outlined points in their school career that may put them 

under pressure.  

 

Feedback from students via Survey monkey about the day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written feedback to improve the day was really positive and has given us many ideas. We 

would look to respond to this feedback by making tasks more active and perhaps survey 

the year group to tailor sessions to students needs 
 

Jelly Baby Wave Machine  

 Science has been working on ‘new ways’ to teach difficult concepts 

due to the level of content at KS3 becoming much more demanding 

with the new Programme of Study and the new reformed GCSE.  We 

have discovered that modelling a wave from kebab sticks, jelly babies 

and duct tape is a fantastic way to engage the students in the real 

science behind a wave. 

 

Year 9 have been working as big groups or competing in smaller ones across the science 

department to see who can create the most successful wave. Following excellent team 

work and accurate kebab stick placing, one group with Mr Kirk worked out that tension 

was the key to a beautiful wave that oscillated and reflected up to 6 times. 

 

These sorts of models are regularly used to teach subject matter from a STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths) point of view. Students commented that being able to 

see the wave as a model really helped them understand that it’s the energy that moves not 

the subject matter. KS4 groups would be able to take the model further by removing jelly 

babies which adjusts the mass and therefore would change the wave speed. 

 

All in all a fantastic week for teaching and Learning in the Science department; not 

forgetting Sam Duvall (our technician) who has discovered that it doesn’t work on a 

smaller scale or by using marshmallows!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby 

The school rugby teams have enjoyed their most successful season ever. The 

dedication and commitment of the students to curriculum lessons and 

extra-curricular training has certainly paid dividends. This season a record 

number of matches have been played, with some outstanding results.  

 

The Year 7 side came together well. Playing under the new RFU age grade criteria, SJS were 

able to field a 12 aside team to take on our nearby rivals in a series of friendly fixtures. The 

season kicked off with a tricky trip to Budehaven. First game nerves seemed to strike the 

team in the opening exchanges but as the game 

wore on the boys developed plenty of 

confidence. A spirited game saw Bude win but 

much was learned by the SJS lads.  

 

This was evident in their second game as they 

took on Wadebridge. This game was played in 

fantastic spirit and was a real ding dong battle, 

with the sides eventually drawing 4 tries all. 

Finally, the boys came up against Bodmin and put 

in their best performance of the season; despite 

losing by two tries, it was clear to see the 

SPORT 



 

progress the team had made and this bodes well for future seasons. 

 

The Year 9 rugby side had a superb season. Incorporating a few Year 8 players the team 

started to really mature and play some fantastic rugby with a burgeoning level of tactical 

appreciation. The team completed their season suffering just one defeat, to Newquay in 

the Cornwall Cup.  

 

Throughout the season the team showed real courage and determination and this was 

most evident during a thrilling battle with Bodmin. Trailing a large and physical side, the 

team showed huge degrees of resilience to fight back from 5 – 0 down and then 10 – 5 

down to eventually win the game in the dying minutes 12 – 10. This camaraderie was the 

cornerstone of their success and they should be praised for the way they performed this 

season. Their results were: 

 

� SJS 57 –17 Looe 

� SJS 19 –14 Bude 

� SJS 55 – 5 Wadebridge 

� SJS 12 –10 Bodmin 

� SJS 0 – 32 Newquay 

  

 

 

The standout team, however, was the Year 10 side. They created SJS history by reaching 

the Cornwall Cup semi-final, a first by any Sir Jim’s rugby side. This is quite an extraordinary 

feat.  

 

32 secondary schools entered the competition, with SJS the second smallest of those 

schools, with just 46 boys to select from. The small cohort is in vast contrast to a school 

like Liskeard who have close to 250! This group of players have worked really hard to 

improve their individual and unit skills and based their game plan around strong 

groundwork and contact skills, while sprinkling good support play at all times.  

 

Their cup run saw them beat Liskeard, Bodmin and Fowey before coming up against 

Richard Lander. In an entertaining game Lander proved too strong and despite our best 

efforts prevailed to reach the final.  

 

Alongside the successful cup run, the team also won a fierce friendly against Bude, which 

proved to be one of their toughest tests, having to show real defensive strength, while 

taking their chances to grind out  a hard fought 14 – 5 victory.  

 

The results and attitude of this team cannot be underestimated and they must be regarded 

as one of the best SJS sports teams ever.  Their results were: 



 

 

� SJS 62 – 5 Liskeard 

� SJS 33 – 22 Bodmin 

� SJS 14 – 10 Bude 

� SJS 52 – 0 Fowey 

� SJS 0 - 52 Richard Lander 

 

 

With the addition of a Year 8 fixture against Bude, the school had 14 rugby fixtures this 

term: winning 8, drawing 1 and losing 5. This is an increase on the number of fixtures last 

season and is a significant improvement on our win record. A great season by our rugby 

sides and congratulations to all the boys involved. 

 

Equestrian 

The school equestrian team entered the prestigious Cornwall schools show jumping and 

Cross country Championship, held at Chyverton Equestrain, on a cold and 

crisp October Sunday.   

 

24 Cornwall school teams entered hoping to return laden with winners 

rosettes and podium finishes. The SJS team did not disappoint, riding 

exceptionally well. James Page finished individually 3rd out of a field of 40 

jumpers in the Class 3 70cm event; a brilliant performance considering the long wait for his 

start time.  

 

Not to be outdone, Michael Greenaway came 4th on the Stella Class 1 90cm event. This was 

another super performance in the trickiest of classes. Overall the team event combined a 

range of classes and riders and when all was said and done the SJS team finished a 

wonderful 3rd in the team championships.  A very deserving podium finish for our team and 

well warranted for all their events and dedication to the sport. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cricket – Indoor Championship 

The various East Cornwall Indoor cricket championships have started in earnest. 

All hosted by Sir James Smith’s, these tournaments give students a chance to 

hone their skills in the fast pace indoor version of the game in a competitive 

environment.  

 

The first tournament to be played was the Year 7 boy’s championships. The SJS 

lads were joined by Launceston and two sides from Wadebridge. This tournament proved 

to be very competitive and our team performed strongly. They beat Launceston in their 

opening game, with a flurry of quick wickets. The side however, came unstuck against the 

first of the Wadebridge sides but made amends by beating the second Wadebridge team. 

 

On completion of the tournament SJS finished 2nd and were declared runners up in the 

East Cornwall Indoor Cricket Championship 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next up it was the turn of the Year 8 boys. A larger number of entrants saw the SJS lads 

drawn in pool 1 and fixtures against Launceston and Callington. This team performed 

admirably and played an increased number of fixtures due to a re-arrangement on the day. 

In the end the boys won two games against some very strong opposition. Standout 

performer was Jayden Daniels with some superb bowling. Indeed he claimed the wickets of 

some of the best county players who were representing other schools and finished one 

game with a 5 for. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The final tournament of the term saw the turn of the Year 7 Girls. A scratch team took to 

the field with enthusiasm and the goal to enjoy the afternoon and improve with every 

game. They certainly did this and managed to beat Bude in their last game, as well as being 

involved in the highest scoring game of the day when losing to Callington 46 runs to 48 

runs. 
 

Further indoor championships will take place in January with the Year 8 

girls amongst one of the teams in action, looking to build on their march 

to the Cornwall Finals. 

 

Cross Country - East Cornwall League 

2016 has seen the beginning of the first East Cornwall Schools Cross 

Country League. There are four fixtures being hosted by Bude, 

Launceston, Liskeard and Sir James Smith’s. The first of these fixtures 

was held very early in the season and with little training a small SJS 

squad travelled to Launceston to compete against the other secondary schools from East 

Cornwall.  

 

The day went well for the SJS athletes with some notable performances. Despite the cold, 

wet and windy conditions, Jasmine Greenaway and Corey Arlington both ran superbly in 

the Year 9 race to finish 6th respectively in the girls and boys race. However, the stand out 

performance of the day went to Mia Beard who ran a great race from gun to tape to finish 

2nd in the Year 8 girls race. Mia is a star cross country runner and I am sure she will be 

looking to add further podiums during the series and once again earn selection onto the 

Cornwall Schools Cross Country team. 

 

Interhouse Sport 

This year has seen the introduction of regular interhouse sports 

weeks. These happen towards the end of each half term. The first of 

these saw all Year 7 and Year 8 students take part in Interhouse 

swimming galas, interhouse mixed netball, interhouse rugby and 

interhouse netball.  All students took part and represented their 

houses with great pride. The results were as follows: 

 

Year 7 Swimming:  1st Poldeme 

                                  2nd Chydeme 

                                  3rd Landeme 

                                  4th Tredeme 

 

Year 7 Netball:  1st   Poldeme 

                              2nd Chydeme 

                             3rd   Landeme 

                             4th Tredeme 

 

Year 7 Rugby:   1st Tredeme 

                            2nd Chydeme 



 

                            3rd Poldeme 

                            4th Landeme 

 

Year 8 Swimming:  1st Tredeme 

                                   2nd Poldeme 

                                  3rd Landeme 

                                   4th Chydeme  

 

Year 8 Mixed Netball: 1st Landeme 

                                         2nd Chydeme  

                                         3rd Tredeme 

                                        4th Poldeme 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action from the Year 8 Interhouse Netball tournament 
 

 

 



 

Netball 

A fantastic start to the season for the netball teams at SJS who have gone 

from strength to strength as the season has progressed. 61 girls in total 

from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have attended training after school on a Thursday; 

this dedication and commitment has really shown in the amount of 

progress they have made in matches against other schools. 

 

Year 7 have particularly shone in their first term and with high numbers at training there 

are always plenty of strong players to choose from, with SJS being able to field 2 teams at 

some fixtures. They have played some really close games, demonstrating a very strong 

defence, only just losing out on a couple of goals to teams from Bodmin and Wadebridge. 

 

Year 8 have made steady progress and have shown real grit and determination throughout 

each fixture, even when the game may not be going their way. But with their shooting 

stats improving steadily, I am sure they will start to see some success in the near future.  

 

A few weeks into the season after some tough games against Bude, the Year 9 and 10 

teams also celebrated, with some convincing wins against teams from Bodmin and 

Wadebridge. Staff from both schools were particularly impressed with the attitude and 

sportsmanship of players from both teams. 

 

Most improved players: 

• Year 7: Molly McGiness and Christina Merritt 

• Year 8: Alice Chanter 

• Year 9: Jess Beckford 

• Year 10: Megan May and Jess Bowker 

Well done girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hockey and Girls Football 

Both clubs are steadily taking off with 26 girls taking part. Training sessions 

have been positive where steady progress has been made. Both are working 

towards fixtures in the new year. 

 

Most improved football players: 

• Year 7: Tegan Parkyn 

• Year 8: Imy 

Most improved hockey players: 

• Year 7: Amy Sanders 

• Year 8: Isobel Ward 

• Year 9: Chloe Martin 

 

Schools Game Validation 

After a recent in depth review of the PE department, we are 

delighted to report that we have been awarded the prestigious 

‘School Games Bronze Award’. This award acknowledges the high 

provision of school sport on offer at Sir James Smith’s and the 

delivery of this sport. Our continuation to access as many 

opportunities for students coupled with good coaching and 

teaching was recognised during the external verification and the 

final report was very favourable in mentioning that as a school we 

were doing everything we could to support our students through PE and Sport. 

 

Swimming - Primary School 

SJS recently hosted the East Cornwall Primary School Swimming Gala. 

The event took a whole day, with a large number of primaries from 

across the county visiting us. The event was supported by a group of Year 

9 leaders who did a fantastic job in ensuring the smooth running of the 



 

event. Our students were in charge of time keeping, placings, judging and result collation 

and represented the school with aplomb. 

 

Curriculum Lessons 

This term the PE department have been delivering a range of lessons through both KS3 and 

KS4. Activities have including Handball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Rugby, Netball, 

Swimming, Health Related Exercise, Cross Country and Aerobics. The student’s attitude, 

work effort and performance has been excellent in lessons, with great progress shown 

through curriculum lessons. 
 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Successfully tackling the working world - whether in traditional or more futuristic fashion - 

was on the agenda for Sir Jim’s former Year 10 students. 

 

The young people undertook their work experience week during July, with 

the majority working in North Cornwall, but a small number travelling 

elsewhere in the country, such as Coventry and London, to learn workskills 

'at the rock-face'. 

 

New technology was at the forefront of Aiden Morgan's work experience as, with the 

musical guidance of his peers and managers, he concentrated his talents on continuing to 

carve himself a career online. He managed to finish a number of projects, including a piece 

called 'The Last Light' which he is signing with record labels. 

 

More traditional work opportunities were also selected by students, with Isla Symons, part 

of the school's international Greenpower winning team, and Sam Richards, picking up tools 

at Highfield Motors in Camelford. 

 

Working with schools and playschools; joining the team at Camelford Sports Centre; 

turning a hand to IT problems and producing PowerPoints; gaining an insight into the 

workings of china clay company Imerys as well as the animal care industry; helping 

produce top-notch food in restaurants; learning the carpentry trade and assisting on the 

farm were also challenges ably faced by the students. 

 

The Year 10s returned to Sir Jim's in time for the last week of term, which included a 

'Preparation for Work' day that took in finance and CV sessions as well as talks by Lynne 

Dunn of Cornwall College Business and Cornwall Marine Network ambassadors. 

 

On the final day a Careers Fair was held in the Sports Hall of the Camelford Sports Centre. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedro and Siro Corsico worked on promotion work for the Camelford Sports Centre during 

their work experience week. 

WORK EXPERIENCE 



 

Computer courses available now at your local 

centre. 

Would you like to find out how to use a computer or would you like 

to improve your knowledge of computers and what they can do for 

you?  

Yes?  Then come along and enrol on one of our new Functional Skills ICT courses. 

Our experienced tutors will find a course at the right level for you; there are courses 
from absolute beginners to intermediate and advanced skills.  

We also have specialised courses, perfect for you if you don’t want to do a qualification 
but want to learn a specific skill. 

• Get to grips with your tablet 

• Advanced spreadsheets 

• IT basics 

Your local centre is: 

The Camel Centre, Sir James Smith’s School, Dark Lane, Camelford, PL32 9UJ 

• Sessions are held every Tuesday evening, 6.00 – 8.30 pm 

Go online today and see what's on offer. You can also enrol online, by using our 
enquiry number or drop into your local centre. 











We know that parents want to be kept informed with the most up to date 

informa�on available about how their child is ge�ng on at school.  The SIMs 

Learning Gateway is one of the ways we keep parents informed at SJS.  Through 

this online tool it is possible to see up to date: a$endance, conduct, homework, 

�metable and 

assessment 

informa�on.   

You can find the link 

under the ‘Parents’ 

sec�on of our website and will need your username and password in order to 

access the informa�on.  If you need a reminder of your username and/or 

password please contact the school and we will happily provide this for you. 



2016 to 2017 

WEEK A  WEEK B 

5th September  12th September 

19th September  26th September 

3rd October  10th October 

17th October  31st October 

7th November  14th November 

21st November  28th November 

5th December  12th December 

2nd January  9th January 

16th January  23rd January 

30th January  6th February 

20th February  27th February 

6th March  13th March 

20th March  27th March 

17th April  24th April 

1st May  8th May 

15th May  22nd May 

5th June  12th June 

19th June  26th June 

3rd July  10th July 

17th July  24th July 
 

 

If you would like this copy of Headlines in a different format, please contact the 

school. 


