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1.0 Background 
 
Homework matters.  It is our most frequent form of contact with home and offers parents the clearest 
insight into what their child is doing during the day (and what feedback they receive from school).  If our 
parents are going to be in a position to support our work with their children then homework deserves 
particular attention.  When parents feel this attention is lacking, whether from a particular subject or more 
generally, they don’t tend to hesitate in contacting the school (strong evidence in support of the argument 
that says homework matters).   
 
The evidence of the effectiveness of homework is described by the EEF (Education Endowment Foundation) 
as being ‘moderately’ robust and suggests that when done well, homework can lead to an additional 5 
months of progress being made by students within a single school year.   
 
In order to be done well the advice is that homework tasks should be short/focussed and connected to a 
particular element of learning.  Routine tests such as spelling or vocabulary tests are judged to have less 
impact but are still considered valuable so long as the feedback a student receives is of a high quality. 
 
There are tangible benefits that result from setting regular high quality homeworks; the precise amount of 
time spent on homework is much less important than the quality of the tasks set, and the way they are 
planned to support learning. Homework should be about adding value and not simply be of the “finishing 
off variety” variety which students dislike and accrues little benefit. 
 
When setting homework tasks, it is important to be cognisant of the fact that homework can often 
disadvantage children from homes without resources such as books, a computer or parents willing and able 
to assist.  At a time when when many subjects no longer issue textbooks to  students the importance of 
broadband access at home becomes greater.  Our school’s socio-economic setting requires all staff to 
recognise that not all students will have access to ICT at home.  The school can do much to offset home 
disadvantage by providing student access to ICT before and after school in the Learning Resource Centre. 
 
Homework should also reflect the age and stage of the student and recognise different learning styles.  As 
children progress through education, contact teaching time diminishes to the point where, in higher 
education, learning independently becomes the predominant form of learning. To fully develop the 
learning ability of students, it is incumbent upon the school to provide students with study skills and 
especially information retrieval skills (IRS) to equip them to work increasingly independently.  
 
2.0 General Principles 
 
2.1 Homework is regarded as an essential part of a coherent programme of study operating throughout 

the school curriculum.  It is fundamental to the total learning experience of every pupil. 
 
2. 2 Homework reinforces, supports and builds on classwork.  It provides the additional time needed to 

consolidate and extend knowledge and understanding of the work being taught.  
 
2.3   Regular and appropriate homework provides opportunities for pupils to work and study 

independently, to reflect on their work and to prepare for tests and examinations.  
 
2.4   Through their interest and involvement with the homework programme, parents/carers can offer 

valuable support to their children and can be engaged in a positive partnership with teaching staff.  
Parents should be informed of progress and successes, as well as problems and failures. It is 
important that the school engages parents by providing sufficient information about the nature and 
timing of homework tasks and where support can be found.  To this end, homework set will be 
recorded on ‘Show My Homework’. 
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2.5 By recording homework set on Show My Homework, tutors and YDs will be able to deal with 
parent/carer queries which arise when a student fails to write their homework into their planner 
although parents will be encouraged at every opportunity to log on to ‘Show My Homework’ 
themselves.   

 
3.0 Aims 
 
3.1 All pupils, regardless of age or ability, should be set regular homework in all subjects (with the 

exception of practical PE lessons).  It is perfectly possible to set extended homeworks designed to 
last a number of weeks rather than a series of short exercises.  Extended homeworks may provide 
opportunities for students to exercise investigative skills.  The EEF advise that between one to two 
hour’s homework each schoolnight (increasing slightly for older students) is optimum. 

 
3.2   Homework tasks should be planned systematically and with care as an important aspect of the 

overall scheme of work and should allow for pupils' varied learning styles.  The tasks set should 
motivate and extend all abilities. 

 
3.3   Independent study skills should be taught by subject teachers in lessons.  Pupils should be 

encouraged to develop their own preferred learning styles and thus how to make effective use of 
study time.  The school will encourage students to access support before and after school in the 
Learning Resource Centre. 

 
3.4   Staff will demonstrate a positive and constructive approach to homework, will set high expectations 

and reward those who reach them.  Parents will be informed and suitable penalties may also apply 
where students fail to respond.  

 
4.0 Guidelines 
 
4.1 Homework tasks should be appropriate to the age and ability of the pupils and should be reflected 

in the departmental scheme of work.   
 
4.2  Homework should be seen as a task largely separate from classwork i.e. homework tasks should 

expect the pupil to engage in a different, albeit complementary activity, such as investigation or 
research work, extension of classwork, as well as an opportunity for consolidation.  Students should 
be encouraged to make use of ICT wherever possible and to use the internet relevantly and 
effectively.   

 
4.3  Subject Leaders should monitor homework practice within their department and ensure that all 

students engage in independent study throughout school.  They should check the quality and range 
of tasks set and help to co-ordinate the provisions of homework resources.  The setting and 
marking of homework should be regularly checked. If the subject so determines, not all homework 
need be marked in detail but all homework activities should be acknowledged by the class teacher 
with appropriate and timely feedback.  

 
4.4   Pupils who do not have easy access to study facilities and resources at home will be offered and 

encouraged to use opportunities to complete homework in appropriate circumstances at school by 
using the Learning Resource Centre after lessons. 

 
4.5   Teaching staff should aim to promote good homework habits through positive reinforcement.  They 

should take time to give clear instructions, to ensure that pupils write the task in their study 
planners, set clear deadlines and give praise to pupils for doing the task correctly.  Homework tasks 
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should be explained during the lesson in addition to being published on Show My Homework so all 
students are clear about the task.      

 
4.6     Parents should be informed when homework is not completed and staff should record this in their 

markbook.  
 
4.7 Failure to complete homework will also be dealt with by individual departments. Subject teachers 

may give extensions to the original deadline.  Where necessary, a break-time or after-school 
detention (departmental) may be arranged, during which homework is completed under 
supervision. Where there is a persistent failure to complete homework and the class teacher and 
Subject Leader have exhausted all strategies the matter should be referred onto the relevant Year 
Director. 

 
If you would like this in a different format please contact the school 
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